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Citizen Based Water Quality Related Projects: 

Â Partners in Monitoring Programñ1992-1997  

Â Somes Sound Shoreline Surveyñ1997-1998  

Â Red Tide Monitoring Project ñ1997-2014  

Â Eddie Brook Watershed Surveyñ 2003  

Â Maine Healthy Beaches Programñ2003-2014 

Â Stanley Brook Watershed Surveyñ2005-2006 

Â Cruise Ship Monitoring Projectñ2004-2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

jdisney@mdibl.org 



Citizen Based Water Quality Related Projects: 

Â Partners in Monitoring Programñ1992-1997  

Â Somes Sound Shoreline Surveyñ1997-1998  

Â Red Tide Monitoring Project ñ1997-2014  

Â Eddie Brook Watershed Surveyñ 2003  

Â Maine Healthy Beaches Programñ2003-2014 

Â Stanley Brook Watershed Surveyñ2005-2006 

Â Cruise Ship Monitoring Projectñ2004-2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

jdisney@mdibl.org 



Keys to Accomplishing these 

Projects: Partnerships 
Â Partnership with state programs 

Maine Coastal Program 

Â Partnership with state agencies 

DMR, DEP, Maine Conservation Corps 

Â Partnership with local non-profits 

Frenchman Bay Conservancy 

Â Partnership with community organizations 

Seal Harbor Village Improvement Society 

Â Partnership with municipalities and Acadia National Park 

Town of Bar Harbor and Town of Mt. Desert 

Â Partnership with UMaine, UMCE and Maine Sea Grant 

Maine Healthy Beaches 

 

 

 



A Partnership of Partners 

                      The Frenchman Bay Partners 

     A consortium of  individuals and organizations 

representing: 

ÂMarine industries (harvesters, aquaculturists) 

Â Research organizations 

Â Tourism companies (kayak companies, etc.) 

Â Educational institutions (high schools, 

colleges) 

Â Conservation groups (land trusts) 

ÂMunicipalities (Bar Harbor, Trenton, 

Ellsworth, Lamoine, Sorrento, Sullivan, 

Hancock and Gouldsboro) 



Maine Conservation Corps 

    AmeriCorps members have 

been integral to: 
 

Â Creating and maintaining 

    partnerships 

Â Training citizen volunteers 

Â Implementing projects 

 

 



Maine Healthy Beaches 

    



Beach Water Quality Monitoring 

a citizen based project in  

Seal Harbor, Maine 

Â One of the most popular 
swim beaches on Mount 
Desert Island 

 

Â Local summer camps 
frequently visit.  

  

Â Town officials concerned 
about swimming illness. 



Bacterial Pollution on Seal Harbor Beach  

Source: Stanley Brook 

Because it is 

warmer than 

the ocean, 

children tend 

to play in the 

brook. 



Background 

     Bacterial counts would rise & fall 
in Stanley Brook but were 
consistently high at the Route 3 
Bridge from Mid-July to the end 
of August 



Residents were upset when the beach 

was closed. 



The Stanley Brook Watershed 

Survey 

    Residents donated 

funds and helped to 

conduct the survey. 



What is a Watershed Survey? 

   Typically, a watershed survey is a inventory of pollution 

types in a watershed.   



How was the Stanley Brook 

Watershed Survey Different from 

a typical survey? 

The Stanley Brook Watershed Survey 

combined the best features of  a sanitary 

shoreline survey and a watershed survey.  

We looked for pollution types and 

pollution sources. 



Why Combine a Shoreline Survey 

and a Watershed Survey?  

ÂTo address citizen concern for the human 
health & water quality of Stanley Brook & 
Seal Harbor  

 

ÂTo comprehensively understand where 
pollution is occurring in the watershed in 
order to fix problems related to both 
human health and watershed health 


