Oak Street and Park Street, Ellsworth
Node #23993
CRF (2013-2015) 1.48

U.S. Route 1A, known in this location as Oak Street, is an arterial highway and currently one of the last
remaining segments of this highway that is unbuilt. Where this intersects Park Street the road is only
two-lanes with minimal shoulder and appears more like a residential city road than an arterial highway
(see Photos A & B). This section of Route 1A is subject to heavy traffic volumes comprised of shipping,
local business and tourist traffic, as it serves as the primary route to the Downeast region from Bangor.
There were nine crashes reported at this intersection between January 2013 and December 2015 (see
Appendix A).

Drivers on Route 1A turning left onto Park Street from either direction may need to wait for an opening
in traffic from the other direction, and a vehicle waiting to turn holds up traffic behind it until it
negotiates the turn. Vehicles traveling southeast bound have limited sight distance of southeast bound

traffic turning left up Park Street due to the crest just before the intersection (the first couple vehicles,
stacked behind the left turning vehicle, have even less sight distance). Eight of the nine crashes
reported at this location were associated with vehicles on Route 1 waiting to turn left onto Park Street
(or vehicles behind stopped vehicles waiting to turn) being struck from behind.
To improve safety at this intersection, the following short-term, low-cost change is recommended:
1. Install appropriate signage to prohibit left turns onto Park Street from Oak Street, for both
southeast- and northwest-bound traffic (see Photo C).
Long-term improvements at this intersections should include:
2. Center turn lanes should be designed & constructed on Route 1A to allow turning traffic to wait
for an opening to turn while allowing through-traffic to continue on Route 1A uninterrupted.

Photo A. On this unbuilt section of Route 1A, heavy traffic is funneled to a two-lane street with narrow or no shoulders.

Photo B. On this unbuilt section of Route 1A, heavy traffic is funneled to a two-lane street with narrow or no shoulders.

Photos C. Recommended signage prohibiting left turns onto Park Street. This is recommended for both southeast- and northwest-bound traffic.
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Appendix A. Summary Crash Diagram

